
Kids 1st and FBC Students at Home 
Sunday, April 5, 2020 

Jesus’ Baptism 

Bible Passage: Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1 (Preschool & Elementary) Matthew 3:1-17 (Middle & 
High School)

Story Point: Jesus obeyed God by being baptized. (Elementary & Preschool) True repentance is necessary 
for the Christian life.  (Middle and High School) 

Key Passage to memorize: He must increase, but I must decrease. John 3:30

Big Picture Question: Why did Jesus become human? Jesus became human to obey His Father’s plan and 
rescue sinners.

Essential Doctrine (#91 of the 99 Essential Doctrines): Baptism: Christian baptism is the immersion of a 
believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbolizing 
the believer’s faith in a crucified, buried and risen Savior, the believer’s death to sin, the burial of the old life, 
and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to the believer’s faith in the 
final resurrection of the dead. Being a church ordinance, it is prerequisite to the privileges of church 
membership and to the Lord’s Supper. 


The Christ Connection:  

Preschool: Jesus never did anything wrong, but He was baptized like sinners are baptized. Baptism 
reminds us that Jesus died and came back to life. People who know and love Jesus are baptized to show 
they are following Jesus. 


Elementary: Jesus never sinned, but He obeyed God and was baptized like sinners are baptized. Baptism 
reminds us of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It reminds us that when we trust in Jesus, we turn from sin and 
start a new life—a life lived for Jesus. 


Students: Jesus completely obeyed God and identified with sinners by being baptized like sinners are 
baptized. His baptism points to His death on the cross and resurrection from the grave. For those of us in 
Christ, the words spoken over Jesus at his baptism are also true of us: we are the Father’s beloved children 
with whom He is pleased.




Preschool:  
Optional Activity: Draw Something Powerful  

Give each family member a piece of paper and crayons or markers. Encourage them to draw someone 
strong and powerful. SAY The Jewish people knew that God had promised to send a Messiah, or Savior. 
They thought God would send someone strong and powerful. They had been waiting for many years for this 
Messiah to come. They were probably very excited when they heard John say that his job was to get people 
ready for the Messiah. John said Someone greater than him was coming. Today we read what happened as 
John was teaching and baptizing. 


Ask:  
1.Where did John the Baptist live? (in the wilderness) 

2. What did Jesus ask John to do? (baptize Him) 

3. What happened when John baptized Jesus? (The sky opened, and Jesus saw God’s Spirit coming down 
on Him like a dove. Then God’s voice came from heaven. “This is my Son,” the voice said. “I love Him, and I 
am very happy with Him!”)


Elementary:  
Optional Activity: Paper Dove Planes  

Provide each family member with a sheet of paper. Challenge them to make paper airplanes that will stand in 
for doves. The goal for each person is to make an airplane that takes longest to “float” to the ground. 

SAY  Great job on those paper doves. They really looked 

graceful floating to the ground! Today we heard about a time the Holy Spirit came down from heaven like a 
dove onto Jesus, and God the Father spoke!

 


Ask:  
1. What does this story teach me about God or about he gospel?

2. What does this story teach me about myself?

3. Whom can I tell about this story?

Students:  
Read the passages and discuss the questions together.  

Read Matthew 3:1-6
Q. What is repentance, and why do you think John the Baptist emphasized the need for personal repentance?

Read Matthew 3: 7-12
Q. What are some areas in your life where you feel genuinely sorry yet you seem to sin regularly anyway?

What are some measures you can take to repent more profoundly in these areas?
Q. Why wasn’t it enough for the Pharisees to rely upon the faith of their fathers when it came to their own 

lives?
Read Matthew 3:13-17


Q. Why do you think it is important for us as Matthew’s readers to see Jesus’ ministry begin with a 
confirmation of His identity?

Family Activities and Discussion: 


